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seeds and in the manner of planting. 
Recognizing these things, the only prob- 
lem was to make the attainment of the 
beautiful so inexpensive as to be within 
the reach of every one. The little club 
organized by Mr. Haines succeeded so 
well in the solution of this problem that 
it seemed desirable to extend the benefits 
to a much larger circle. As children 
were the most enthusiastic workers in the 
original club, it was decided that the 
extension of effort should be made through 
them. The school officials, having been 
consulted, were found to favor the pro- 
posed plan. The result was that during 
the second season one hundred and twenty 
thousand packages of seeds were distrib- 
uted, reaching some twenty thousand 
homes. The city has not become a place 
of uninterrupted beauty in these two 
years ; but in many quarters are gardens 
to which the makers may point with 
pride, while possibilities of improvement 
never dreamed of before have been pre- 
sented to more than one thoughtful mind. 
The way in which the results men- 
tioned were brought about, together with 
a few comments upon the advantages of 
the plan, is the subject of this story. 
The undertaking, like ever}' other which 
aims at things of importance, needed a 
responsible directing head. A committee 
of management, known as The Home 
Gardening Association, was accordingly 



plant 



formed. The effectiveness of this 1^ 
was assured by the selection ot 
members who had authority m the scbf^ 
Their first work was the choice yf 
number of flowering: plants sufficiej 
hardy to grow under the unusually tn 
local conditions. Y'lfteen varieties ^^^ 
finally decided upon and cflfered \.^Y\ 
pective gardeners in (he following iiJ 
ner: Cards ^ were printed on w\a 
appeared the name of the 
directions for ordering, thus : 

SEEDS FOR 1901 

Price, one cent a packet. 

Make a cross opposite the varieties 
want. 

Balsam (mixed colors, two and one-half A 
high). 

Morning Glory (climber, mixe<l co.:- 
twelve feet high), etc. 

Then followed blank spaces for 
name, school, address, and ainouni 
money sent with the order. T'hese car 
were sent for distribution among 
children to every grammar-school in 
city. At the same time a letter i:f 
planation was sent to the principal. Ar 
the children had been given an oppci: 
nity to decide whether or not tliey \\ an: 

* Balsam, Bachelor's Buttons, Calendula,, Calli-T-* 
California Pop[)ies, Cand>'tuft, Four-o'clock, ZLn: 
Marigold, Morning-Glories. Nasturtium, l^usK Na-'j 
tium, Petunia, Phlox, Verbena. All of the*>e have- |£T 
successfully except the Candy-tuft and Cxliforma. i 
pies. 

■■' This year, to faciliti4te distribution and les^^r^n ' 
work of the teachers, a man i la envelops xvill be 
instead of the card. 
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seeds, the cards were gathered up, the 
orders tabulated, and a report sent to the 
Association. From these reports the 
necessary quantity of each kind of seed 
was easily determined. After the seeds 
had been purchased, six or seven women 
were employed to prepare them for dis- 
tribution. 



The seeds were carefully measured ^ 
and one cent\s worth put in envelopes 
bearing the name of the seed, a description 
of the plant and flower, and directions for 

* Ihe numljer of packages per pound of seed was as 
follows: California I^oppy. (166; Marigold. 73fi; Phlox, 
648; Zinnia, 448: Verljena, 800 ; Petunia. 864: CalUopsis, 
846; Candytuft. 512; Calendula, 416; Bachelors Buttons, 
288; Balsam, 4%: Morning-Glory, 144; Four-o'c'ock, 
ICO; Nasturtium, 128; Bush Nasturtium, 128. 
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vacation it was ar 

shows would l>e he!; 

e fall term, at whic' 

iccessfully cultivated 

mmer could make aa 

I to keep the childrcr 

lens during July an 

iatlon might tempf 

them to ne«jrlcci. 

The flower exhibiL> 

made in several ot 

the school buildings 

in accordance witLJ 

this announcenien: 

would have done 

credit to more expe 

rienced heads ami 

hands. 

The summer past 
and the flower shows 
over, it became a 
matter of prime im- 
portance to keep 
alive the spark of 
interest during the 
winttr, so that it 
could be easily kin 
died into enthusi- 
asm for tenewed 
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effort at the return of sprinj:^. This was 
clone in two ways: by the distribution of 
bulbs, and by a series of illustrated lec- 
tures. About three thousand bulbs^ were 
i!UFK)rted, and, after being properly potted, 
were sent out to be grown in the school- 
rooms. A little card accompanied them 
explaining their nature and the precau- 
tions which must be 
taken to make them i "" 
flower. The devel- ^ 
opment of these 
bulbs was watched 
with interest by the 
children, and so well 
did they perform 
Iheir part as care- 
takers that ninety- 
five per cent, flow- 
ered. 

The illustrated 
lectures given by 
Mr. W. H. Moulton, 
Secretary of the In- 
dustrial Committee 

» The cost of these bulbs 
•was paid out of a surplus 
left from the sale of seeds. 
Jhey included several vari- 
eties o{ tulip, hyacinth, 
and narcissus. 



of the Chamber of Commerce, proved so 
attractive that another series has been 
ai ranged for this year. From first to 
last there was never any lack of an 
audience. Parents as well as children 
were anxious to see and hear. Wher- 
ever possible the lectures were given in 
school buildings, and an effort was made 
to reach every part 
"* \ of the city. In each 
^ instance the lecture 
was an explanation 
of pictures. These 
pictures included 
views cf famous gar- 
dens in Italy, Ger- 
many, France, Fng- 
land, and America. 
There were also 
views showing the 
ingenious methods 
devised by people 
who could command 
little space, but who 
were determined to 
have the flowers 
they loved about 
them. There were 
views, too, of yards 
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of the city surrounded by big office build- 
ings. The suggestion was acted upon, 
and the large beds, which had been at- 
tractive only in summer, were transformed 
last spring from mud heaps to masses of 
brilliantly colored tulips. 

One of the daily papers, appreciating 
this movement for civic beauty, offered 
prizes aggregating $125 for the best gar- 
dens and window-boxes cultivated by 
amateurs. Nearly two hundred people 
entered this contest. The committee 
which awarded the prizes found that 
many small yards had been made sur- 
prisingly beautiful on account of this 
unusual incentive. On some streets 
flowers were in evidence about almost 
every house w^here nothing of the kind 
had been visible the preceding year. 
Although other contestants had larger 
opportunities and more leisure, it was a 
source of considerable satisfaction that 
the second prize went to a workingman 
w-ho had found time after his long day's 
labor to care for a garden successfully. 

Such a development from work begun 
in one small club is as gratifying as it 
was unexpected. The Home Gardening 
Association has received many expres- 



sions of appreciation for the things it has 
attempted — none more valuable than the 
commendations of teachers who have 
helped to further the movement." Com- 
munications from the children, inclosed 
in letters from their teachers, deal with 
their experiences most naively. One, for 
example, says : " 1 bought five cents' 
worth of seeds when 1 was in your room 
last year. I planted my seeds and they 
grew very nice indeed. I watered them 
every day. The four-o 'clocks seed that I 
did not pick off the ground are beginning 
to grow already. What do you think of 
that ?" Another expresses the abiding 
faith of childhood in this fashion : *' I 
will tell you how 1 succeeded with the 
seeds that I got in June. They did not 
grow at all. I was waiting fcr them to 
grow, but they did not. They were lark- 
spurs, and I think they would have been 
very pretty if they had grown." 

Out of a number of instances which 
throw light upon the meaning of this 
work, only a few can be cited. A boy of 
twelve,^ so crippled that he is obliged to 
drag himself about on hands and knees, 

^ This boy purchased about ten centb' worth of seeds 
at his school. 
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^-' say that they were a real boon, 
^^-^^•-iiCause the children could consider them 
heir very own," and not a part of the 
[ ^vision made by the State. 

>^ Pilgrimages to Goodrich House Farm 

i-re eagerly anticipated by some of the 

^^ildren who had little gardens, not alone 

^ l| account of the freedom inseparable 

r^*>ni a country visit, but also because the 
J l^itors were allowed to take away all 
P« Je flowers they could carry. The pleas- 
i e in the flowers, however, was not con- 
Mlied to that which comes from getting 
Bl mething for one's self. It included as 
^B^ll that wh'ch comes from giving. The 
^■lildren eagerly carried their flowers to 
IP ose who had none, and most of the 
^rhool exhibits went to brighten hospital 
4|iards and sick rooms. 
bjl It would be possible to give many other 
"lustrations of difficulties overcome, but 
- le must suffice. A woman who went to 
' ve in a new place found the ground 
Dout t'.ie house very poor and overrun 
,T ith successive growths of weeds. The 
J Litlook was discouraging, but she deter- 
lincd to make an experiment. She 
.irned the soil, making it fine and soft, 
. ,. ut in the seeds, and patiently awaited 
. , .10 result. And so it came to pass that 
;., re long she found, as all who care to 
-; lay, that the earth is almost as willing 
J o o^row flowers as it is to grow weeds. 

A few of the advantages of this method 
7?^' )f hc:)mc improvement can be easily sum- 
i^iiarized. They are almost self-evident. 
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In the first place, the educational value is 
considerable. The connection between 
the school-room instruction and actual 
experience makes the task of the teacher 
easier, and impresses upon the mind of 
the child in a manner not to be forgotten, 
because acquired with pleasure, informa- 
tion about natural objects which is sadly 
needed in city communities. The im- 
portance, too, of an additional means of 
relating the home to the school, through 
a common interest, is not to be despised 
when the prevailing tendency is toward a 
separation which often causes misunder- 
standings fatal to youthful development. 
If an increasing proportion of our popu- 
lation is destined to live in cities which 
destroy the ordinary aesthetic influences 
of nature, then any effort to conserve in 
the mind of the child a love for beauty, 
and to teach simple ways in which that 
love may be gratified, cannot fail in time 
to make an impression upon the poorest 
and most confined areas of the twentieth- 
century city. Above all, the plan here 
outlined carries for the practical-minded 
who desire to do something for th<^^ 
betterment of the communities in which 
they live a recommendation not often 
attached to plans of this kind — it pays 
for itself.^ 
Goodrich House, Cleveland. 

* The Home Gardening Association will publish about 
Febmary I a report givint? full details of their work. 
This report can be had (or twenty-five cents a copy by 
addressing the Association, care Goodrich House, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 
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